
W A S T E  M I N I M I Z A T I O N  –  G R A D E  6

a)	� A lot of energy is used to transport goods when 
they are imported from, or exported to, far away 
markets (particularly trucks, contributing to 
pollution and climate change).

b)	� We can reduce our environmental impact by 
buying locally (e.g., we can buy potatoes grown 
in Ontario rather than from PEI).

Big Ecological Idea #1: 
International trade has advantages for people – but comes with harmful 
environmental impacts. 
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Clustering of Expectations
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY—Understanding Matter and Energy: Properties of and Changes in Matter (2007)
1.2	� assess the social and environmental impact of using processes that rely on chemical changed to produce consumer 

products, taking different perspectives into account (e.g., the perspectives of food manufacturers, consumers, landfill 
operators, people concerned about the environment), and make a case for maintaining the current level of use of the 
product or for reducing it

Suggested Resource Websites
Wherever possible, the material from these websites has also been archived on the Ontario EcoSchools site at  
www.ontarioecoschools.org

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS MATERIALS EDUCATION SUPPORT PROGRAM 
An excellent reference for guiding a class through the safety considerations of product purchase, and an eye-opening 
examination of familiar household products that are hazardous. Includes a product label worksheet, and a hazardous 
product quiz. Effects on water resources, proper handling and disposal – and some alternative choices – are discussed. 
(Iowa State Department of Natural Resources) 
http://www.state.ia.us/dnr/organiza/wmad/wmabureau/safesmartsolutions/HHMGrades4-7.pdf

TOXICS TOOLKIT 
Wondering about household hazardous waste (HHW)? Here’s a useful reference guide you can read, and/or download and 
print to keep handy at home/work/school. 10 pdf files on all aspects of hazardous products, downloadable individually, for 
background information to support class discussion on safe handling of toxics. (Recycling Council of BC)
http://www.rcbc.bc.ca/recycling_toolkit/toxics_toolkit.htm 

b)	� Whenever possible, it is environmentally 
preferable to purchase household products 
which are non-toxic (many previously toxic 
products have new “green” formulations designed 
to avoid harmful ingredients). 

c)	� Household products that are hazardous – paints, 
batteries, solvents, caustic cleaners, fluorescent 
lights – should be collected and brought to a 
hazardous waste drop site for disposal separate 
from other waste. (Check the Municipal website 
to see if this service exists.)
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Clustering of Expectations 
SOCIAL STUDIES: Canada and World Connections: Canada’s Links to the World (2005)
6z24 	• ��identify and describe Canada’s economic, political, social, and physical links with the United States and other 

regions of the world;
6z29 	• ��identify products that Canada imports and exports (e.g., imports: fruit, vegetables, chemicals, motor vehicles; 

exports: newsprint, grain, machinery, timber, telecommunications, natural gas [waste]);
6z33 	• ��identify Canada’s connections with the United States through the media, trade, immigration, culture, 

technology, tourism, history, and geography (e.g., television programs, trade in vehicles, historical roots, 
common geographic features, shared waterways, common environmental initiatives);

Suggested Resource Websites
Wherever possible, the material from these websites has also been archived on the Ontario EcoSchools site at  
www.ontarioecoschools.org

BURY, BURN OR RETURN: WINNING THE WAR AGAINST WASTE
This 14-page lesson plan, designed to accompany a video of the same title, contains very helpful points for discussion 
about waste even without the video. Topics for discussion include: 1) economic and political systems that constrain a 
society’s ability to limit its impact on the environment; 2) how government support, investment, and technology are 
necessary to win the war against waste. (Environmental Research and Education Foundation)
http://www.erefdn.org/videos/Buryburnplesson.pdf

RECYCLING – WHAT COULD WE HAVE DONE WITH ALL THE GARBAGE WE THREW AWAY? 
The purpose of this lesson is to teach students the economic and ecological importance of recycling. An exercise on the 
costs and impacts of landfills, and some figures on materials wasted and recycled. (Ask Eric Education Information)
http://askeric.org/cgi-bin/printlessons.cgi/Virtual/Lessons/Science/ Environmental_Education/
ENV0018.html

THE “ZERO WASTE” WEBSITE – A STUDENT PROJECT FROM ST. SYLVESTER’S CATHOLIC 
SCHOOL, SCARBOROUGH 
“If we believe, we’ll achieve, so join us in the race to zero waste!” A model of student communication on waste 
reduction. This impressive project from Mr. Fernandez’s Grade 7-8 class demonstrates how students can use language 
skills to learn about, educate about - and act upon – our current waste problem!
http://www3.sympatico.ca/dsloly/zerowaste/index.html 

G R A D E  6

c)	� We can lessen our environmental impact by 
reducing the amount of garbage that needs to 
be transported. In 2001, Canadians sent 23 
million tonnes of solid waste to landfills. 

d)	� Some communities in Ontario are exporting 
waste to the US (Michigan) because their local 
landfill sites are full. Dozens of trucks are 
hauling garbage hundreds of kilometers, creating 
tonnes of greenhouse gases that pollute the air.
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