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W A S T E  M I N I M I Z A T I O N  –  G R A D E  2

Clustering of Expectations
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY—Understanding Matter and Energy: Properties of Liquids and Solids (2007) 
1.1 	� assess the ways in which liquids and solids in the home are used, stored, and disposed of in terms of the effect on 

personal safety and health of the environment, and suggest responsible actions to replace inappropriate practices

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY—Understanding Earth and Space Systems: Air & Water in the Environment (2007)
1.1 	� assess the impact of human activities on air and water in the environment, taking different points of view into 

consideration, and plan a course of action to help keep the air and water in the local community clean
1.2 	� assess personal and family uses of water as responsible/efficient or wasteful, and create a plan to reduce the 

amount of water used, where possible
2.2 	� investigate, through experimentation, the characteristics of air and its uses (e.g., living things breathe air to stay 

alive…)
2.3 	� investigate through experimentation, the characteristics of water and its uses (e.g., living things need water to stay 

alive…)
2.5 	 investigate water in the natural environment
3.3 	� describe ways in which living things, including humans, depend on air and water (e.g., most animals, including 

humans breathe air to stay alive…)

Suggested Resource Websites
Wherever possible, the material from these websites has also been archived on the Ontario EcoSchools site at  
www.ontarioecoschools.org

HOW HUMANS AND NATURE AFFECT WATER – AMAZING WATER 
A comprehensive 8-page Grade 2 unit on the health, uses, nutrients and oxygen requirements of water, as well as  
an examination of how to take care of water and the standards that help us do that. Includes a discussion of waste 
products that can affect water: pesticides, sewage, agricultural runoff, garbage and the by-products of recreation and 
transportation. (ECOPLEX Dallas-Fort Worth, Texas)
http://www.ecoplex.unt.edu/ecoplex/teachers_corner/download/water_qual/second_grade/ 
waterqualitysecondgrade.pdf

Big Ecological Idea #1: 
Clean air and clean water are very important for the health of all living things - but 
we can spoil the air and water by polluting it.

a)	� The water we use every day comes from our local 
watershed (e.g., lakes, rivers, groundwater etc.). 
This water flows all through our district, around 
our homes, businesses, farms and recreation 
areas. Sometimes we swim and fish in the same 
water that is cleaned to become our drinking 

water and used to dispose of our human waste. 
The plants and animals that live in and around 
our watersheds help to keep them clean. Water 
treatment plants purify our water so that it is 
safe to drink. Whatever we put into our air and 
water affects people, plants and animals.
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