EcoSchools Multimedia Presentation:
The Impacts of Climate Change

This student question sheet will help you make notes for the EcoSchools multimedia presentation,
The Impacts of Climate Change. Included in the presentation are video clips linked to specific slides
providing additional information that relates the impacts on specific people and communities.

Answers to the questions below will be found in both the slides and the video clips.

Introduction: Slides 1-22

1. What is a natural system? Give an example.

2. What is a human system? Give an example.

3. What energy source have scientists linked to climate change?

4. Describe the greenhouse effect.



5. Draw a diagram of the greenhouse effect

6. What are two natural causes of climate change?

7. How do scientists know that the climate and the gases in the atmosphere have changed in the past?

8. During what period did concentrations of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere show a dramatic

increase? What in particular contributed to the increase in carbon dioxide?

9. What is the climate-changing gas that humans have released the most of (by volume)?

10. What are two human-created sources of carbon dioxide?



11. What human activities reduce natural sinks for carbon dioxide?

12. Describe the “enhanced’ greenhouse effect. Enhanced is the word used to signal the link to

human activity.

Slides 23 — 45: Impacts of Climate Change:
13. What is the name of the international organization that released a report in 2001 that
concluded that the earth’s climate was definitely changing because of human activities?

Who sits on this panel? Why is it important?

14. What severe weather events have occurred in Canada in the last 15 years?

15. List ways that climate change will have an impact on the weather.

16. List the impacts of melting glaciers and the polar ice caps.



17. How might climate change affect natural ecosystems?

18. List ways that climate change will affect human communities.

Slides 46 — 57: Making a Difference

19. Describe the international agreement that addresses climate change.

20. What is the Canadian government doing about climate change?

21. What changes in energy use are needed to reduce the impacts of climate change?

22. What are three actions you can take to reduce your carbon dioxide emissions?



